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Imagine a family with a dozen children.  Assuming, like most 
of us, they are not monetarily wealthy, feeding a family of 
that size would not be easy and there often won’t be enough 
for “seconds” at the table.  Still, everyone in that family man-
aged to get enough to eat, stay healthy and grow.  Even in the 
midst of their own needs, that family would always welcome 
and tried to help those they found in need, even allowing 
friends to share their home for awhile, when those friends 
found themselves temporarily without a place to live.  This 
family’s philosophy is that “God will always provide.”  
  
In feeding the 5,000, Jesus gives us a far greater lesson than 
that “God will always provide.”  He shows us not only the 
miraculous way that God provides, but also how God intends 
to provide, through us.  Jesus told His disciples, “There is no 
need for them to go away; give them some food yourselves.”  
When they brought the gifts of bread and fish to our Lord, He 
blessed them and multiplied them so that there would more 
than enough for all to eat.  However, He gave those blessed 
gifts to His disciples to go and feed the 5,000.  
  
Through His disciples, Jesus fed the bodily needs of the 
crowd that followed Him, just as He was feeding their 
spiritual needs with His teachings.  When Jesus fed the 
5,000, the bread foreshadowed the Eucharist, in which 
Jesus would give us Himself, at the Last Supper.  The 
fish represented the people who are being fed; therefore, 
it is not surprising that the fragments collected were 
more than the original amount of bread, and fish.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This miracle of the loaves and fish shows us that Jesus 
will always be there for us in the Eucharist and that the 
number of people who will come to Him to be fed will 
continue to grow.  
  
Jesus tells us, His disciples today, to go and evangelize 
to those around us, bringing them to Christ, so that He 
can feed their Spiritual hunger.  Jesus calls us to feed 
their physical hunger through the charity of our own 
lives.  Then they can hear the Word of God that we pro-
claim with our lives, bringing them to Christ, so that He 
can feed their spiritual hunger with Himself, in the Sac-
rament of the Eucharist.  
  

Chaplain Thoughts. . . 
 

“They all ate and were satisfied.” 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

 

Chaplain Report 
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This fraternal year has begun with us 
running full steam ahead. Just to men-
tion a few activities we have done this 
month, The June Flea Market 
(rescheduled), the brothers of Fletcher 
Council volunteered to grill the burg-
ers (300) for St. Joseph’s vacation 
bible school. During our social meet-
ing, an act of true charity was dis-
played by all brothers in attendance. 
Our council had 22 brothers at our last 

social meeting and we donated money to help secure room and 
board for 2 evangelists working in our dioceses. These evange-
lists were sent out in pairs with no transportation, phone, and no 
money. And they were not allowed to accept monetary dona-
tions. Thank you knights of Fletcher Council for your concern 
and kindness. 
 

Next we were offered by Saint Joseph’s Social Justice Ministry 
and accepted the opportunity to host “The Cup of Joe”.   
Fletcher Council knights and 18 of our parishioners filled 500 
bags with juice, fruit cup, chex, gold fish treat and granola bars. 
And thanks to the turn out this was all done in less than 30 
minutes. Our last council knightly duties of this month was our 
family rosary led by Brother Deacon Stephen Nash. And allow 
me to also mention to you all, that every week, almost daily, 
members of Fletcher Council, pick up and deliver donated 

bread goods.  
 
We currently deliver to SOME, Jericho Ministries Food Pantry, 
Empowerment Ministries Outreach, Family Services and Prince  
Georges Men’s Shelter.  
 

Let’s keep this same momentum going into August.  
 

Recruitment to me is a matter of just asking someone to join. 
However, I must say to the Knights of Columbus, you are doing 
something good not only in your deeds but also by the light you 
shine.  
 

By that I mean your walk.  We have had our last recruits re-
ferred to us by wives, mothers and fathers. Thank you Sir Wor-
thy Alan Davis and the admissions committee for the 2 new 
brothers who took their first degree this past Thursday joining 
the James C Fletcher Jr. Council 11422. (Andrew Sutton and 
Linus Alozie) Did I mention our council membership now has 2 
deacons and a bishop? Fletcher Council will be holding a first 
degree in September and will as of now be adding 3 new mem-
bers or more in September. I feel very good about our outlook 
for new members simply because of you brothers. You knights 
have never let Fletcher Council down when called upon.  
 

Brothers, we know what we have to do and will do for Fletcher 
Council and Saint Joseph’s parish. We have done it in the past, 
just look at the awards outside in the hallway. Nothing has 
changed as far as the council’s programs. We are looking to add 
more council events to raise money for charities.  
 

Let me end by sharing one of my favorite scriptures with you 
all. Brothers you will hear this coming from me for at least the 
next 11-months! 
 

Proverbs 3: 5-6 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding; 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And he shall direct your paths.” 

GRAND KNIGHT’S CHRONICLE 

Your Grand Knight 
For The 2017 - 2018 

Fraternal Year 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart” 
 

By Grand Knight J. Bernard Broadus 
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District Deputy’s Report 
 

Making This Our Best  
Year Ever 

 
The headline above was the tagline for this 
year’s Leadership Seminar. In order to do 
exactly that we must concentrate on two 
things; Growth and Charitable Outreach. 
Growing our Councils and our order must 
be a priority if we are to survive. Replacing 
those we have lost must be at the top of our 
goal list. Every member in the State of 
Maryland, knows at least one catholic man 

eighteen years of age or older that they can ask to join us. Re-
member we are all part of the membership/recruitment commit-
tees in our councils. It is not just the Membership Directors job 
to get new members, that task is for all of us. 
 

The second thing we need to concentrate on is expanding our 
charitable outreach. Reaching into the peripheries and putting 
the first principle of our order to work. Your work with Special 
Olympics, Coats for Kids, Food for Families, the Ultrasound 
program and your individual council projects will expand this 
outreach. Please don’t forget the Pennies from Heaven Cam-
paign started in Ocean City. This will add funds to the State 
three programs — Ultrasound, Scholarship and the Charity Fund 
so we will be able to assist more folks in need. 
 

These two items, growth and charitable outreach go hand in 
hand. We need more men to carry out our good works. How can 
we accomplish both at the same time? By taking our programs 
to the parish and letting others see what we do will make growth 
so much easier. We need to publish what we do in the church 
bulletin, on social media and in local newspapers in order to 
attract men to us. It is a fact, that people want to do good things 
and be involved in good works. These men will be able to offer 
us one hour of their time per month to do these good works. Our 
selling point is that through our good works we help men be-
come better husbands, better fathers and better Catholics. 
 

August is Family Month in the Knights of Columbus. Make sure 
your council highlights the families sometime during the month. 
Don’t forget the State Sponsored Family Picnic at Prince 
Georges Council on August 26th. This event is open to every-
one, make it a council event, come and have fun. We hope to see 
you there. 
 

Remember that the monthly Chapter Meetings in your areas are 
open to all Knights, not just Grand Knights and Past Grand 
Knights. Plan to attend one of the Chapters and soon. 
 

With everything we do in Maryland — We are Advocates of the 
Lord. 
 

Remember — We are one Team, It is Our Team and we have 
one goal — Making this our Best year ever. 
 

Vivat Jesus 
 

State Deputy’s Report 

Stephen M. Cohen 
State Deputy 

 
I congratulate the immediate past Grand 
Knight Alan Davis and the council officers 
for a wonderful 2016-2017 fraternal year.  
Also, I congratulate the new Grand Knight, 
Bernard Broadus, and the new council offic-
ers for accepting your council members’ 
elevation of you to be their Council Officers 
for this fraternal year and for your wonderful 
installation on July 29, 2017.  There are a lot 
of council traditions that are in your court to 
carry on.  The respect your council receives 
in Maryland jurisdiction, and I know you 
will not let down your council.  James C 

Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 is always on the lips of all convention 
goers in Ocean City for the programs that the council engages 
year in and year out.  That tradition will continue.   As your Dis-
trict Deputy, it is my duty to guide you and your council to attain 
your ultimate goals.  Also, the prestige star council award is now  
within your reach.   
 

I extend my sincere gratitude to James C. Fletcher, Jr., Council 
Ladies Auxiliary for their tremendous support last fraternal year 
and I congratulate their officers for leading the Ladies Auxiliary 
professional and with dignity. I as well congratulate the Ladies 
Auxiliary on their officers’ installation on July 29, 2017 
 

The council has already started in that step in meeting its mem-
bership and insurance quota.  Congratulations to the two new 
council members for this fraternal year that did their admission 
degree on July 27, 2017 at Sacred Heart Council 2577 in Bowie, 
Maryland.  On behalf of the State and the Supreme council, I 
welcome the two new members, brother Andrew Sutton and 
brother Linus Alozie to our Order.  We will continue to grow our 
order by bringing in men to replace those that are no longer with 
us so that we can do our charitable outreach programs. 
 

We have many State’s opportunities for charitable outreach and 
our council has its own as well.  If your council needs to latch 
onto something, the state has the coats for kids, the food for fami-
lies, the pennies from heaven campaign which benefits all their 
state charities and which we started at the last convention in 
Ocean City.  Also, we have other programs like vocation RSVP 
program and the cemetery for miscarriages, just to name a few. 
 

Also, your council should support Chapter Meetings.  These 
meetings are important and informative.  They are not just anoth-
er meeting.  They are open to anyone in the council, not just for 
the Grand Knight and the Past Grand Knights.  Bring a group to 
the meetings, enjoy the fraternity and pick up some information. 
 

Maryland State Council’s family Picnic will be on August 26, 
2017 at Prince Georges County Council from 12 noon to 4pm.   
 

As we learned at our leadership seminar in June, IT IS NOT I – 
IT IS WE, OUR GOAL IS ONE GOAL AND OUR GOAL IS 
MAKING THIS OUR BEST YEAR EVER. 
 

WE ARE ADVOCATES OF THE LORD 
IN EVERYTHING WE DO IN MARYLAND 

 
Vivat Jesus, 

G. Emeka Onwezi 
District Deputy 
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

In his annual address delivered at the 
135th Supreme Convention in St. 
Louis, Supreme Knight Carl Ander-
son announced a new initiative to 
rebuild a town in Iraq destroyed by 
ISIS. 
 

The new initiative is part of the Or-
der's continuing efforts to help 
Christians and other minorities who 
have suffered genocide in the Middle 
East. 

 

The supreme knight also cited the major accomplishments of the 
Knights of Columbus, such as the Order’s record levels of chari-
ty, with over $177 million in donations and over 75 million 
hours of volunteer service, growth in membership, and the con-
tinued strength of the insurance. 
 

At the opening of his report, the supreme knight officially an-
nounced the convention’s theme. 
 

“This year marks our 135th anniversary. We celebrate our anni-
versary in a city named for a great and saintly Catholic king, a 
city of missionaries, and a gateway city opening up the promise 
of a new continent. And, like those early missionaries, we come 
to St. Louis because, in the words of this year’s convention 
theme, 'We are convinced of God’s love and power.'" 
 

The supreme knight spoke to an audience of distinguished 
guests, members of religious communities, and approximately 
2,000 Knights and their families from throughout North and 
Central America, the Caribbean, Africa, Asia and Europe. 
 

“No other Catholic organization offers men what we do,” Su-
preme Knight Anderson said. “We help a man to protect his 
family with our exclusive, top-rated insurance. We help a man 
to bolster his faith and strengthen his family through our Do-
mestic Church program. And we offer him the opportunity to 
live out his faith through charity — as part of a brotherhood of 
Catholic men. We have done this for 135 years, and today we 
continue to do this in even greater ways. For 45 years, member-
ship in the Knights of Columbus has grown. We now stand at 
the all-time high of 1,941,728 members.” 
 

In founding the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael 
McGivney sought to respond to the difficulties affecting Catho-
lic families in 19th-century America and strengthen his parish-
ioners’ faith and their lives as Catholics, the supreme knight 
said. Knights continue Father McGivney’s work when they 
“support families in their vocation to holiness through the Build-
ing the Domestic Church While Strengthening Our Parish initia-
tive.” 
 

Along with growth in membership and charity, the Knights of 
Columbus achieved records in its insurance program. 
 

“Last year, we achieved our 16th consecutive year of growth in 
insurance sales with a new record: $8.54 billion, in new life 
insurance. The Knights of Columbus now has more than $105 
billion of life insurance in force – a $50 billion increase in the 
last decade — and a 4.4 percent increase over last year,” the 
supreme knight said. “These impressive sales numbers — and 
the overall success of our insurance program, is due in large 
measure to the commitment of our more than 1,500 agents. Our 

agents are all brother Knights who are dedicated to the princi-
ples of the Order — and to serving our families.” 
 

The Knights of Columbus Investment Department also saw a 
successful year, especially in the Knights of Columbus Asset 
Advisors, which in its nearly two years of operation has 137 
clients, including 14 dioceses. “In this way, we can help other 
Catholic organizations put their money to work in ways con-
sistent with Catholic principles.” 
 

He added that for the fourth year the Knights of Columbus was 
named a World’s Most Ethical Company® by the Ethisphere 
Institute. 
 

One of the Knights of Columbus’ greatest endeavors during the 
past fraternal year was the assistance it brought to Christians 
facing persecution, especially those facing genocide in the Mid-
dle East. 
 

“Christians who endure suffering and death for their faith in 
places like Iraq, Syria and Egypt, show us how to confront terri-
ble evil with the weapons of love and truth. They are a brilliant 
witness to God's love and power,” Supreme Knight Anderson 
said. “Our support for these persecuted Christians has taken two 
forms. First, since 2014, we have provided more than $13 mil-
lion for Christian refugees. Second, we advocate on their behalf 
in the hope that someday they may live their faith in peace — 
and live in their own communities not as second-class citizens, 
but as free and equal citizens.” 
 

The supreme knight announced two new initiatives to assist 
Christians at Risk. 
 

On November 26, the Knights of Columbus and the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops will sponsor a day of 
prayer for persecuted Christians followed by a Week of Aware-
ness and Education. 
 

“I am pleased to announce that the Knights of Columbus is tak-
ing a concrete step to save Christianity in Iraq,” Supreme 
Knight Anderson said regarding the second new initiative. “The 
board of directors has authorized a new effort to raise $2 mil-
lion to save a Christian town on the Nineveh Plain. The town 
the Knights of Columbus is saving is Karamdes. It is a town in 
Iraq that until recently was controlled by ISIS. 
 

The terrorists desecrated churches and graves and looted and 
destroyed homes. Now we will ensure that hundreds of Chris-
tian families driven from their homes will return. We will give 
them and many others hope for the future. For $2,000, a coun-
cil, a parish or an individual can move a family back home.” 
For more information on, or to contribute to, this initiative, 
please visit christiansatrisk.org. 
 

“This year let us be in even greater ways who we are called to 
be as brother Knights,” he told the gathered Knights. “Let us 
strive to be that radiant and attractive witness of fraternal com-
munion that our Church and our world so desperately need. Let 
us strive to be authentic witnesses of how to care for one anoth-
er, and how to encourage and accompany one another. We can 
and we will do these things as the spiritual sons of Father 
McGivney. We can and we will do these things because we are 
convinced of God’s love and power.” 

 

https://www.kofc.org/en/charities/christian-relief/index.html
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Lets “SHOUT!”  SHOUT IT OUT!  
The Bishop McNamara Chapter is 
holding its Mass and Installation at the 
home place of the James C. Fletcher, 
Jr. Council.  That is correct, on August 
12th at St. Joseph Church we will 
come together to pray together and lift 
the Chapter to another plateau as it 

continues its legacy of charity endeavors and support to Assem-
blies and Councils throughout the state of Maryland. 
August 12th is also quite unique and special for the James C. 
Fletcher, Jr. Council as two of its humble servants accept key 
Chapter positions: SK Vernon Hawkins, Jr. as its President and 
SK Michael P. Davenport as its Marshal. 
Fletcher Council members are urged to attend the Mass on Au-
gust 12th, which starts at 12-noon. Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 
will be the celebrant and the concelebrants will be:  Fr. Joe Jen-
kins; Fr. Robert P. Boxie, III; Fr. Cornelius and Fr. Sass. A re-
ception will followed the Mass in the St. Joseph Rosemont 
Room. Cost for the dinner is $25.00 per person and $45.00 per 
couple. Please join us. 
All brother knights are invited to attend and participate in all 
Chapter activities.  Ladies and families are cordially invited to 
participate in Chapter social meetings and charitable activities. 
The Chapter normally meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
at 8 PM at one of the member councils.  An after meeting meal 
is provided by the host Council. Join us at our next meeting on 
August 16th at Our Lady of Guadalupe Council 12127, at 9000 
Warfield Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20882. 

McNAMARA CHAPTER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. - Chapter President 

 

Knights of Columbus change Fourth 
Degree Uniforms 

 

The Knights of Columbus, long associat-
ed with swords, capes and chapeaus, will 
be going through a significant uniform 
change. 
 

The traditional regalia worn by the 
Knights’ Fourth Degree members will be 
replaced, announced Supreme Knight 
Carl A. Anderson during the Knights of 
Columbus 135th Supreme Convention. 
 

Throughout the years, the regalia of the 
Fourth Degree, known as the patriotic 

degree, has gone through changes, Anderson said. When the 
Fourth Degree was first established, the uniform included white 
ties, top hats and tails. 
 

In place of a tuxedo with a black bow tie, members will be wear-
ing a blue blazer, an official Knights of Columbus tie and a be-
ret, all with the Fourth Degree emblem on them, along with a 
white shirt and dark gray slacks. There was no mention as to 
whether the swords would remain a part of the uniform. 
 
“The Board of Directors has decided that the time is right for a 
modernization of the Fourth Degree Uniform,” Anderson said. 
“On a limited basis, Assemblies may choose to continue using 
the traditional cape and chapeau for Color Corps at public events 
and Honor Guards in Liturgical Processions. However the pre-
ferred dress for the Fourth Degree, including Color Corps and 
Honor Guards, is the new Uniform of jacket and beret.” 

WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 
Michael P. Davenport - Faithful Navigator 
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Michael Younger, Community Activities Director  
mrwhy@verizon.net                                           301-980-6779 
 

We are off and running with two of our three Flea Markets being a 
total success. We have one remaining Flea Markets and I know the 
members of James C. Fletcher Jr. Council will come out in droves to 
assist with making the last one as successful.  

 
We also have State Council 47th Annual Car Raffle in motion led by 
our brother Fedelis Joseph. I am asking ALL BROTHERS to partici-
pate in this council fund raising event by contacting Fidelis Joseph 
or myself to help sell and/or buy tickets. 
 

I am also asking all brothers (especially new brothers) to participate 
in the cultural, educational and especially the spiritual events given 
and lead by our illustrious council. Every brother should be engaged 
in AT LEAST ONE COUNCIL EVENT/ACTIVITY during the 
year. Our programs cover a litany of activities relating to: Church, 
Council, Community, Family, Youth, and Pro-Life.   
 

I will be calling my fellow brothers to solicit your ideas and help to 
make sure our council achieves its annual goals. 
 

Brothers, we must always be prayerful in all that we do. As we en-
deavor to increase our charitable offerings, let us pray to our Lord 
Jesus Christ for grace, guidance and success. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 Michael Younger, Community Activities Director 
mrwhy@verizon.net                                                    301-980-6779 

      

Brothers, we finally have two flea markets under our belt. The 
weather presented challenges for us this year by causing us to 
reschedule both the June and July flea markets due to rain. I 
thank our wonderful vendors for their continued flexibility in 
working with us to ensure our community has a great place to 
spend a few hours browsing for a good deal. I also thank you 
brothers for taking time out of your busy weekend to assist our 
vendors and customers to ensure they have a pleasant shopping 
experience.  
Our final flea market for the year is August 26th. Once again, I 
ask for your help in ensuring that it too is a success. 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Cal Thompson, Council Activities Director 
calthompsn@msn.com                                                                          301-249-2955 

The Cup of Joe is one of those council 
projects that provides the opportunity to 
brings council members as well as St. 
Joseph parishioners together in support 
of a common cause, to feed those in 
need. It is a project sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Washington Charities 
organization that provides morning 
breakfast for those in the Homeless 
Shelters throughout Washington DC. 
Our objective was to package bags of 
breakfast food those men, women and 
families departing the shelters in the 
morning.  

Cup of Joe 

Mrs. Surrey and 3 kids 
Mr. and Mrs. Twine 
Mattie Pitts 
Alan Davis 
Regina Lancaster 
Carolyn Brooks 
Carla Ratcliffe 
Yvonne Jones 
Gilberto Neblett 
Michael Akpan 
Lisa Smith 
Bernard Broadus 
Cassie Perry 
 

Laryn Stockton 
Zoe Harris 
Layah Harris 
Phil Beauboeuf 
Pamela White 
Victor/Carmen Muage 
Vern Hawkins 
Rhoda Burris 
John Grier 
Sheila Tyler 
Phil Beauboeuf 
Roger Brooks 

We had the awesome task of picking up the products from the Food Bank, packaging 500 bags and placing them in 15 containers 
(35 Bags Per Container) and transporting them to the shelter. With help from our friends, we successfully met the challenge. We 
packed 500 bags in less than 30 minutes.  I extend my sincere thanks to one and all who participated in this moment of charity for 
those in need.  Thank you my brothers and sisters. 
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Brother Knights, I am so happy we pray together.  Looking 
around and seeing men on their knees praying the rosary leaves 
me awe struct every time.  It is such a powerful picture.  As 
Deacon Nash led us in praying the Rosary, I was reminded of 
how in biblical times our Lord would lead his disciples in 
deeds and prayer.  I found myself listening to words from 

scriptures and having the feeling of being spoken to by OUR 
LORD himself.  I know that it works, because I prayed for our 
council to be blessed and fruitful. 
 

As many of you are aware, there is a new face in the corridors 
of St. Joseph.  Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. clergy staff has 
been infused with a new priest, Fr. Robert P. Boxie, III, Paro-
chial Vicar.  He came aboard on July 12th and have hit the 
ground running, as they say.  There is scheduled a Meet and 
Greet event for parishioner with Fr. Boxie, see the flyer below 
and schedule your time to come out and welcome Fr. Boxie. 
 

Hail Mary ! 
Full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God 

pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
Chidubem M. Oparaoji, Activities Director 
bbroadus53@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                     301-262-2350 
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                       FAMILY FULLY ALIVE 
In founding the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael J. McGivney sought to respond to the crisis in family life affecting 
Catholics in 19th-century America. As a young man he witnessed firsthand the challenges his widowed mother faced with 
seven children at home. Later, as a priest he confronted on a daily basis the problems affecting the families of his parish com-
munity due to poverty, violence, alcoholism, immigration, anti-Catholic prejudice and discrimination. 
 

Father McGivney’s vision for family life was not simply that each family might find financial and material aid. He understood 
that holiness is the calling of all baptized Christians. And, seeing as his two brothers followed him into the priesthood, we can 
understand how truly important the “sanctuary of the home” was to the McGivney family. 
 

His family was a living example of what the Second Vatican Council later taught — that each man, woman and child is called 
to holiness through proclaiming the Gospel and communicating the divine gift of love through the activities of their daily 
lives. 
 

When Christian families respond in this way to the design of the Creator, they become a “domestic Church” that, as Pope Paul 
VI explained, mirrors “the various aspects of the entire Church.” 

 

Lady Melody Atkinson and 
her family became mem-
bers of St. Joseph’s in May 
1999. Melody first started 
serving the Church at the 
urging of our former Dea-
con Alton Davis. Deacon 
Al was about to be Or-
dained a Deacon and stated 
that he needed her to take 
his place as a Lector. 
 

Since then she has become 
a member of many of the 
church’s organizations. 
Melody is an Extra Ordi-
nary Minister, a member of 
the Life in the Spirit Prayer 
Group, the Women’s Ministry and the Africans and 
Friends Group. She is also the head of Spiritual Life for 
Our Lady of Grace Sodality. She also previously held of-
fices of Vice Prefect and Prefect for the Sodality. Melody 
also serves on The National Black History Month Commit-
tee, and The Black Catholic History Month Committee. 
 

In 2013 Melody was asked by our Pastor to become a 
member of the East of the River Revival Committee repre-
senting St. Joseph’s. Melody was the immediate past Mem-
bership Chair for the Sodality Union, and was the immedi-
ate 2-term Past Vice President of Sisters in the Spirit. 
 

Melody was also on the committee who wrote the Parish 
Mission Statement for St. Joseph and has served on St. Jo-
seph’s two previous Anniversary Committees. She is look-
ing forward to working on the 100 Anniversary. Melody 
does not know how she became the co-chair of the Joseph 
Multi-Cultural Picnic, but she has co-chaired our picnic for 
the past 5-years. In addition to these groups, Melody de-

signs posters for the vari-
ous committees that she is 
on and helps wherever she 
can around St. Joseph par-
ish. 
 

Melody tries to attend daily 
Mass and goes on Retreats 
at least 4-5 times a year. 
She has been attending Ul-
treya meetings for over a 
year and hopes to make her 
weekend in October. 
 

Melody has taken people to 
doctors appointments, visit 
the sick at hospitals and 
taken communion to the 
shut-in. 

 

Melody enjoys playing Aqua Volleyball and taking water 
aerobics classes. 
 

Melody has been married for 38 years to Carl S. Atkinson 
(a retired Fairfax County Public School Teacher). They are 
proud parents of Cora (CJ), a producer of TV and Film in 
New York City. 
 

Melody retired after 38 years of working as a Statistician 
for the U.S. Census Bureau in Suitland, MD. 
 

Melody is also blessed with many families: The Wedge and 
Diggs families that she was born into; the Atkinson family 
she married into, the St. Joseph Church family and her Aq-
ua Volleyball family. 
 

Melody and her family, thank God for all the graces and 
blessings the he has bestowed on them. 
 

Thank you Melody and family. 

FAMILY  ACTIVITIES 
Eprain Anderson, Family Activities Director 
canal511@aol.com                           301-372-6426 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
David Benjamin, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 
David.benjamine@kofc.org                  202-494-6527 

“Are You Prepared for the Unexpected?” 

Intriguing question, don’t you think?  Just consider the unex-
pected we’ve learned about through the media in the past few 
weeks:   murders, rapes, disease spread, flooding, car accidents, 
just to list a few.  Was anyone prepared for these tragedies or 
ready for a response? Well, consider the following questions: 

 Do you have up-to-date insurance policies, on your life, to 
protect your mortgage, provide income in your retirement 
years?  Do you know where they are filed? 

 How recently did you review your insurance policies? [Hint:  
needs change as we age and our policies should keep pace.} 

 Who will take care of your customers when you can no 
longer do so?  [Not in business? Well, what about your 
grandkids, nephews, nieces, etc.] 

 Do you have a will? 

 What about the medical directive, when you are incapacitat-
ed and cannot make decisions for yourself? 

 Have you examined the benefits you earned from your em-
ployer, e.g., pension, 401 (k), etc., recently?  Whom does 
your widow contact to receive the benefits? 

 Are beneficiary forms current? 

 Have you discussed with your spouse and children what 
services you expect to receive when you have difficulty per-
forming the activities of daily living or develop dementia? 

These are questions worth asking and answering NOW.  Be pre-
pared, rather than being surprised. 
PS:  The Knights can help you answer these questions to your 
benefit.  Give me a call.  

MEMBERSHIP QUEST 
Alan M. Davis, Membership Director 
adavis1960@verizon.net                                                                                                                                                  301-808-8009 

 

The council reaches its 23rd Anniversary this September. We again look back, remember and salute those mem-
ber who took the first step to make the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 a reality,  our Charter members.  
The following are the trailblazers, the Charter members that made it happen in September 1994: 
 
 Rev. Michael J. King  Robinson Gary  *   John E. Queen 
 John Adeleye   James B. Harris  *  John W. Ramey, GK 
 James A. Barnes   William J. Harris  *  Charles L. Ratcliffe 
 Giles G. Bragg  *   Jerome D. Julius *  Ernest Spriggs  * 
 Deacon Leon J. Bechet  *  John Klucik  *   James H. Starkes 
 William H. Bell, II  Jeffrey Knight   Jamie W. Starkes 

           Maurice Carpenter         Joseph L. Marshall         Donald H. Wilson * 
           Ronald F. Carpenter  *        Anthony McIntrye         David M. Thomas * 
          George M. Curtis         Judge William Missouri        James W. Wilson 
          Alfredo Garcia        Arthur S. Nairn  *         Howard L. Wynn 
   *  DECEASED 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. 

BREAKING NEWS 
Congratulations to Andrew Sutton and Linus 
Alozie who completed their Admission Degree 
(First Degree) on Thursday, July 27th at Sacred 
Heart Council 2577 in Bowie, MD. 
Please join us at our next meeting on August 
16th to welcome them to the council. 
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CULTURE OF LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Peter Methodius Pro-Life Activities Director 
pmethodius@yahoo.com                                                           301-728-7827 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today marks exactly 6 months until the 2018 March for Life!  Don’t forget our date is different this 
year  -  Friday, January 19, 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are requested to join with your fellow James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council members, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Squires Circle, KC Ladies Auxiliary and St. Joseph parishioners at the 2018 March for Life on 
Friday, January 19, 2018 to make a stand for what’s most important, Life. 
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The Serenity of the Installation 

Immediately following the 5 P.M. Mass on 
Saturday, July 29th, the installation of officers 
for the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 
and the KC Ladies Auxiliary were conducted.  
It was a splendid installation ceremony, con-
ducted by District Deputy G. Emeka Onwezi 
and District Warden Michael P. Akpan.  Cere-
mony commenced with the installation of Bish-
op Roy E. Campbell, Jr. as the council’s Chap-
lain, J. Bernard Broadus as the Grand Knight 
followed by the installation and jeweling of all 
of the council officers. Providing the “Pomp 
and Circumstances” to the ceremony were 
members of the James E. Walsh Assembly 
1548 Color Corps.  

The KC Ladies Auxiliary 
President Elizabeth “Cathy” Gresham and the officers of the KC Ladies Auxiliary were also installed by the District Deputy with the 

assistance of the District Warden and Lady Carleen Akpan.  Each of the ladies were presented a colorful bouquet of  flowers. 
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            Deacon Steven A. Nash            Grand Knight J. Bernard Broadus    President KC Ladies Cathy Gresham 

SK John O. Grier 
Knight of the Year 

SK Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 
Knight of the Year 

SK Vernon & Lady Etoile Hawkins 
Family of the Year 

SK Efrain Anderson 
Knight of the Year 

SK Cal A. Thompson 
Certificate of Appreciation 

“The Reception Was Awesome!” 

The “coup de gras” is finally delivered to 
GK Alan M. Davis by the presentation 
by GK Bernard Broadus of the Gold 

Gavel Award, making him officially a 
Past Grand Knight (PGK). 

Vivat Jesus 
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Sixty million abortions and counting!  The number is staggering.  
Since Roe v. Wade legalized the willful termination of pregnan-
cy, one of every four children conceived in the United States has 
been killed in the womb.   
  

And what has been the response to combatting this barbarity?  
Encouraging, but not yet satisfactory! 
 

The majority of adults in this nation still believe, as they did in 
the late 1970s, that most abortions should be legal, at least under 
certain circumstances.  While seemingly little has changed in 44 
years of pro-life effort, the breadth of the statement masks a no-
table shift in opinion by age group.  In the 1970s, the 77 million 
Baby Boomers, born in the period 1946-1964, had come of age 
and were changing the nation’s social values.  Many of them 
became the revolutionaries of the 1960s and ‘70s, and the Yup-
pies of the 1970s and ‘80s.  Self-centered and self-righteous, 
they engaged in free love, pursued radical feminism, considered 
marriage an option and made divorce socially acceptable.  Chil-
dren would not disrupt their life styles.  Abortion was the an-
swer. 
 

In the succeeding years, their views on human life did not 
change significantly.  They aged, however, so that as today’s 
seniors they are much more supportive of abortion than the sen-
iors of the 1970s. 
 

Others raised in these years resisted the surrounding cultural 
pressures.  They, and some of the “latch-key kids” they bore, 
became omnipresent parents who pushed their children to suc-
ceed, especially academically.  Their children, born in the period 
1981-2000, constitute the Millennial Generation.  They are opti-
mistic, focused, have strong views, and are much more pro-life 
than their earlier counterparts.  In the early 1990s, only 14 per-
cent of the 18-29 age group held that abortion should be illegal 
in all circumstances; 15 years later, 23 percent believed it should 
be illegal. 
 

The latest cohort of children, born after 2000, appears to be 
equally committed to pro-life.  Teenage pregnancy, birth and 
abortion rates are now at 40-year lows.  Referred to as the iGen-
eration, they have been wedded to computers, cell phones and 
video games since their earliest years.  For many, their first pic-
ture was taken via ultrasound in the womb, presenting them with 
the undeniable humanity of the unborn.  They are flooded with 
digitally-delivered information and network and communicate 
almost constantly in “tweets” through social media.  They know 
what they want and how to get it. 
 

The Millennials have already shown that they are a Pro-Life 
Generation.  From among their ranks are many of today’s pro-
life activists, disturbing the consciences of their elders, bringing 
the atrocities of abortion into public view, and expanding their 
numbers through outreach efforts in schools, colleges and uni-
versities.  Those who identify as pro-life are intense in their 
commitment.  A NARAL survey in 2010 found that 51 percent 
of young people who identified as pro-life held that abortion was 
a very important voting issue.  In contrast, among those who 
identified as pro-choice, the percentage plummeted to 26 per-
cent. 

What might this intensity gap among the young mean for socie-
ty?  Consider what a few passionate Millenials have and are 
doing. 
 

Kristan Hawkins, as a sophomore in high school, volunteered at 
a pregnancy care center, then started a pro-life club at her 
school and did the same in college.  In 2006, a year after gradu-
ating college, she was chosen to head Students for Life in 
America.  In the past ten years, she has helped create 1,100 col-
lege and high school chapters, began Med Students for Life, 
Law Students for Life, and Pregnant on Campus. 
 

Shawn Carney was a college freshman in 2001 when he was 
asked by a co-ed to pray with her in front of a Planned 
Parenthood clinic.  He did, and three years later the two of them 
joined with David Bereit to found 40 Days for Life.  In the last 
decade, the organization has conducted almost 5,000 campaigns 
in 44 countries, drawn 750,000 participants and saved 13,305 
babies. 
 

Lila Rose, in 2004 at the age of 15, founded Live Action, an 
organization devoted to educating the public about the savagery 
of abortion.  She began by conducting undercover work to ex-
pose the operations of the worst abortion facilities.  Now, she 
has built the largest social media following in the pro-life move-
ment, with her recent Internet video discussing abortion proce-
dures being viewed by 80 million people. 
 

David Daleiden, at age 18, headed a chapter of Live Action.  In 
2013, he founded The Center for Medical Progress to do covert 
investigative journalism on the abortion industry.  In the past 
few years, the Center released a series of videos exposing 
Planned Parenthood’s sale of body parts from aborted children.  
This has resulted in several Congressional investigations and a 
growing number of states eliminating funding for the abortion 
organization. 
 

Stephanie Gray began giving pro-life talks at the age of 18 as a 
college freshman.  Upon graduation, she co-founded the Cana-
dian Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform in 2001, and has given over 
800 pro-life presentations, debated numerous abortion advo-
cates throughout Canada, the United States and other countries, 
and has been a frequent guest on radio and television.  Now, she 
has started a new ministry, Love Unleashes Life. 
 

These and other committed individuals are changing society.  
Public attitudes are shifting.  Pro-life advocacy is increasing.  
Pro-abortion support is declining.  The annual number of abor-
tions is now the lowest it has been since abortion was legalized 
in 1973.  And, as a positive indicator of the future, the number 
of teenage pregnancies is at an all-time low and decreasing. 
 

The signs are clear.  Abortion in America will be outlawed, and 
it will occur within this generation – if we continue to work and 
pray for its demise. 

 

reflections 
Lawrence P. Grayson 

 

The Pro-Life Future Is Bright 
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The Maryland State Knights of Columbus 48th Annual Car Raffle benefit  has begun! Monies raised will benefit the state’s charity 
and scholarship programs as well as the charities and programs of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422. Drawing will occur on 
October 7, 2016 at the Columbus Day Ball, BWI Airport Marriott, Linthicum, MD. Winner need not be present to win! 

GRAND PRIZE:  2018 Ford Mustang or $18,000 2nd PRIZE:  IPAD Air 2  3rd PRIZE:  $200.00 Gift Card 

For tickets, ask a James C. Fletcher, Council 11422 

member or contact Fidelis Joseph at 
240-296-4752 or i-skin@hotmail.com 

Aug 5 
Aug 26 
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Through God’s grace and mercy Kenneth Paul Hinton was called from labor to 
reward on Tuesday, July 11, 2017. His transition was peaceful and he was sur-
rounded by loved ones at home in Upper Marlboro, MD. 
Kenneth (Kenny) was born to Louise Jones and Alvin Hinton on March 17, 1944 
in Washington, DC. He was the second of two children. He attended the DC 
Public Schools and graduated from McKinley Technical High School in Wash-
ington, DC. Kenny went on to received his Associates Degree in Computer Sci-
ence from the Prince Georges Community College in Largo, MD. Early on in his 
life he attended St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church in DC with his mother and 
brother, Alvin. It was here that he accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. 
In 1967, Kenny married Sheila J. Griffin, “the love of his life.” On August 5, 
2017, they would have celebrated 50 wonderful years of marriage. Like his par-
ents, they were blessed with two sons, Derrick Maurice Hinton and Erik Jerome 
Hinton. 
Kenny was known for his delightful smile and skillful dancing. At any function 
where there was music, you would find him on the dance floor. He was a fisher-
man and an avid bowler. He was also a member of the National Geographic As-
sociation’s Softball Team. And like most Washingtonians, he was an avid Red-
skins fan. 
Kenny had a warm heart and believed in helping those in need. He was skilled in 

so many things, but had a passion for serving the Lord. He was an active member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Largo, 
Maryland. The delight of his life was not only his family, but also as being a member of the Knights of Columbus, James C. 
Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422, Largo, Maryland. He loved his brother Knights. 
Kenny demonstrated his obedience to God and his love for the chapter, the community and the church. He wore many hats and 
served in numerous capacities while fulfilling several responsibilities. 
As a member of the Knights of Columbus, James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council, he served as Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight, 
Program and Activities Committee Chairman, Service Program Director 4th Degree Knight, Lector, Faithful Navigator, Inside 
Guard and as a member of the Color Corps. 
For the Church and Community, he served as Newsletter Editor, Church Director, Eucharistic Minister, Hospitality Minister, 
Dusty Bible Study, Group, and Men’s Club. 
As some people journey through life, they leave footprints wherever they go. Footprints of kindness and love, courage and com-
passion, humor and inspiration, joy and faith. Even when they’re gone, we can still look back and clearly see the trail they left 
behind, a trail bright with hope, that invites us to follow. This was SK Kenneth P. Hinton’s legacy. A journey remembered. 

Let Us Always Remember 
Sir Knight Kenneth P. Hinton PGK/PFN 

March 17, 1944  -  July 11, 2017 
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Husband goes to the Laundry Room to wash a sweatshirt and 
yells out to his wife, “What setting do I use?” 
 

She asked him, “What color is it and what does it say?” 
 

He replies, Burgundy and it says Washington Redskins. 
 

The wife yelled back, “Hot water and 5 cups of bleach!” 
 

* * * 
An old cowboy walks into a barbershop in Red Lodge, Montana 
for shave and a haircut. 
 

He tells the barber he can’t get all his whiskers off because his 
cheeks are wrinkled from age. 
 

The barber gets a little wooden ball from a cup on the shelf and 
tells the old cowboy to put it inside his cheek to spread out the 
skin. 
 

When he’s finished, the old cowboy tells the barber that was the 
cleanest shave he’d had in years, but he wanted to know what 
would have happened if he had accidentally swallowed the little 
ball. 
 

The barber replied, “Just bring it back in a couple of days like 
everyone else does”.  
 

* * * 
A young ventriloquist is touring Norway and puts on a show in a 
small fishing town. With his dummy on his knee, he starts going 
through his usual dumb blonde jokes. 
 

Suddenly, a blonde woman in the fourth row stands on her chair 
and starts shouting; “I’ve heard enough of your stupid blonde 
jokes. What makes you think you can stereotype Norwegian 
blonde woman that way? 
 

What does the color of a woman’s hair have to do with her worth 
as a human being? Its men like you who keep women like me from 
being respected at work and in the community, and from reaching 
our full potential as people. Its people like you that make others 
think that all blondes are dumb! You and your kind continue to 
perpetuate discrimination against not only blondes but women in 
general, pathetically all in the name of humor!” 
 
The ventriloquist, embarrassed, begins to apologize, but the 
blonde interrupts, yelling; “You stay out of this! I’m talking to 
that little twit on your lap.” 

* * * 
 

My girlfriend is so smart! I forgot to bring my phone, so I used my 
friend’s phone to call her. 
 

She answered “What’s up, honey?” 
 

What a smart girl! She knew I was the one on the phone! 

The icon of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa has been inti-
mately associated with Po-
land for the past six hundred 
years. Its history prior to its 
arrival in Poland is shroud-
ed in numerous legends 
which trace the icon’s origin 
to St. Luke who painted it 
on a cypress table top from 
the house of the Holy Fami-
ly. 

        The painting displays a 
traditional composition 
well-known in the icons of Eastern Orthodoxy. The Virgin 
Mary is shown as the “Hodegetria” (“One Who Shows the 
Way”). In it the Virgin directs attention away from herself, 
gesturing with her right hand toward Jesus as the source of 
salvation. In turn, the child extends his right hand toward the 
viewer in blessing while holding a book of gospels in his left 
hand. The icon shows the Madonna in fleur de lys robes. 

        The Black Madonna, another name for Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, is credited with miraculously saving the mon-
astery of Jasna Gora (Bright Mount) as Queen and Protector 
of Poland in the cathedral of Lwow on April 1, 1656. 

       Another legend concerning the two scars on the Black 
Madonna’s right cheek is that the Hussites stormed the Paul-
ine monastery in 1430, plundering the sanctuary. Among the 
items stolen was the icon. After putting it in their wagon, the 
Hussites tried to get away but their horses refused to move. 
They threw the portrait down to the ground and one of the 
plunderers drew his sword upon the image and inflicted two 
deep strikes. When the robber tried to inflict a third strike, he 
fell to the ground and squirmed in agony until his death. 

        Because of the Black Madonna, Czestochowa is regard-
ed as the most popular shrine in Poland, with many Polish 
Catholics making a pilgrimage there every year. Often, peo-
ple will line up on the side of the road to hand provisions to 
the pilgrims as those who walk the distance to Czestochowa 
walk the entire day and have little means to get things for 
themselves. 

Marian Title for August 
 

Our Lady of 
Czestochowa 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**A U G U S T** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01-03 Supreme Convention, St. Louis, IL    
03       Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM    
05 Flea Market—St. Joseph Church Parking Lot 
14       Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7:30 P.M.   
12 Fr. McGivney’s Birthday  
12 McNamara Chapter Installation Mass, St. Joseph  
 Catholic Church 12-Noon 
13 Scholarship Presentations 11 A.M. Mass 
14 Fr. McGivney Death 
15 Council Audits DUE 
16 McNamara Chapter Meeting, Old Lady of Guadalupe  
 12127, 9000 Warfield Road, Gaithersburg, MD 
17      Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM 
20      Knights Sunday, 11 A.M. Mass  
26 Maryland State Council Picnic, College Park, MD 
27 Flea Market - St. Joseph Church Parking Lot   

Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy   Stephen Cohen 
McNamara Chapter President Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 
District Deputy   G. Emeka Onwezi 
District Warden   Michael P. Akpan 
 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain    Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 
Assistant to the Chaplain  Deacon Al Douglas Turner 

Assistant to the Chaplain  Deacon Steven Nash 
Grand Knight.                           J. Bernard Broadus 
Deputy Grand knight                 Michael Younger  
Chancellor.                                 Fidelis K. Ajudua 
Warden.                                      Robert Sistare 
Financial Secretary  John O. Grier 
Recorder.                                     Efrain Anderson 
Treasurer   Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 
Lecturer.                                      Calvin A. Thompson 
Advocate                                    David D. Martin 
Trustee 3 year   Alan M. Davis 
Trustee 2 year.                            Ikechukwu R. Agbimi 
Trustee 1 year.                            Thomas F. Matthews, III 
Trustee 1 year.                             John W. Huntley 
Inside Guard.                             Charles N. Okpah 
Outside Guard.                           Gilbert Neblett 
   
 

 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 
**A U G U S T** 

- 2017 - 
 
 
 
 
 
01 Damel S. Goddard 
 

 
02 Christian N. Anyikude 
 

 
03 Thomas F. Matthews IV 
 

 
05 Ryan F. Cenac 
 

 
06 William “Billy” Tolbert 
 

 
06 Grzegorz Okulewicz 
 
10 Anthony E. Effiong 
 
 

12 Fr. Michael J. McGivney 
 
19 Tse E. Bangarie 
 

 
 

24 Rupert McCave 
 

 
 

 

“The Joy 
Of A  

Birthday” 


